[Interest of free flaps for cranial base reconstruction].
We describe our experience in treating 7 patients who underwent skull base reconstruction with free flap (6 latissimus dorsi, 1 rectus abdominis) between October 1996 and November 1998. Four patients underwent temporal bone resection with auricular resection, 2 patients underwent anterior and middle cranial fossa resection, 1 patient underwent frontotemporal resection. There have been no failures of the free flaps and one cerebrospinal fluid leak. We advocate free flap reconstruction after temporal bone resection with auricular resection, and after anterior or middle cranial fossa resection when local flap options are not available or with complex dead space.